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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SHUM, SOCI, SF 

SUBJECT: CROSSROADS DEMOLITION 

REF: A. CAPE TOWN 1467, B) PRETORIA 4760, C. PRETORIA 4915 

1 . DEPARTMENT INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT SAG ACTIONS 
RE CROSSROADS, AND IMPACT THAT ACTIONS TAKEN THUS FAR 
AND PROJECTED END-OF-RAINY-SEASON RAZING OF ENTIRE 
COMMUNITY MAY HAVE ON FUTURE COURSE OF US-SA RELATIONS. 
DEPARTMENT NOW SEES VARIOUS INDICATIONS THAT CROSSROADS MAY 
BECOME FOCUS OF SUBSTANTIAL PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
ATTENTION, POSSIBLY GIVING RISE TO NEW AND MORE INSISTENT 
DEMANDS FOR FURTHER REASSESSMENT OF US POLICY AND ADDITIONAL 
ACTIONS AGAINST SAG. WE SEE SUBSTANTIAL POSSIBILITY THAT 
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THERE WILL BE SIGNIFICANT INTERNATIONAL REACTION AS WELL 
SHOULD SAG GO FORWARD WITH PLANS TO DESTROY CROSSROADS 
COMMUNITY. 

2. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING, DEPARTMENT COMMENDS EXCELLENT 
MISSION REPORTING ON CROSSROADS ISSUE TO DATE, AND BELIEVES 
IT SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE FOLLOWED CLOSELY. NOTING CAVEAT 
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PARA 3 REF B, DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE FURTHER 

EMBASSY CONSIDERATION OF WHETHER AND HOW SAG MIGHT BE 
DETERRED FROM FURTHER ACTION ON CROSSROADS. UNLESS YOU 
PERCEIVE OBJECTION, REQUEST YOU CONSULT INFORMALLY AT 
APPROPRIATELY EARLY OPPORTUNITY WITH OTHER WESTERN 
MISSIONS WITH VIEW TO ELICITING NON-US EXPRESSIONS OF 
CONCERN. WHILE NO FURTHER SPECIFIC DEMARCHE TO SAG REQUESTED 
AT THIS TIME, YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO MAKE POINT INFORMALLY 
TO SAG OFFICIALS, AS OCCASIONS PERMIT, THAT PLANNED 
ACTION AGAINST CROSSROADS WILL BE WIDELY VIEWED IN US 
AS UNNECESSARY AND INHUMANE ACT WHICH IS LIKELY TO HAVE 
ADVERSE IMPACT ON US-SAG RELATIONS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE CONGEN CAPE TOWN'S BEST 
ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF FAMILIES PRESENTLY LIVING AT CROSS- 
ROADS. IF WIVES AND CHILDREN OF MEN EMPLOYED IN CAPE 
TOWN AREA WERE RETURNED TO HOMELANDS IN CONFORMITY WITH 
CURRENT SAG POLICY AND HUSBANDS REMAINED IN CAPE TOWN, 

ABOUT HOW MANY FAMILIES WOULD BE SEPARATED? HOW MANY 
CHILDREN WOULD BE AFFECTED? 

4. REQUEST THAT EMBASSY OR CONGEN CAPE TOWN AIR POUCH 
COPY OF UCT SURVEY MENTIONED IN PARA 1 1 REF C AND TEXTS 
OF OFFICIAL STATEMENTS, IF READILY AVAILABLE, SUCH AS ANY 
BY VAN DER WESTHUIZEN, MARAIS STEYN, P.W. BOTHA, AND 
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CONNIE MULDER. TEXTS OF APPEAL TO SAG BY MAYOR AND 
CAPE TOWN CITY COUNCIL AND OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT 
CAPE NATIONAL PARTY CONGRESS WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL. 

CAN YOU REFER US TO ANY SORT OF GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER, BLACK 
SASH ANALYSIS, OR IN DEPTH NEWSPAPER OR MAGAZINE FEATURE 
ARTICLE? 

5. WITH RESPECT TO FAMILIES ALREADY ENDORSED OUT, 

MIGHT PUBLIC MEDIA (DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN) BE EXPECTED 

TO COVER ACTUAL PROCESS OF FIRST STAGES OF SETTLEMENT IN 
TRANS KEI OR ELSEWHERE? BEARING IN MIND HOW MOST PERSONS 
REMOVED FROM MODDERDAM AND OTHER CAMPS MANAGED 
TO STAY IN THE CAPE TOWN AREA, WHAT IS YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
LIKELIHOOD THAT THE SAG MIGHT DECIDE TO ACCOMPLISH ITS 
AIM OF RELEGATING WOMEN AND CHILDREN TO HOMELANDS THROUGH 
NEW MEASURES, SUCH AS ESCORTED COMPULSORY RELOCATION? 

WHAT OTHER STEPS MIGHT SAG TAKE? 

6. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THAT POSTS MAY NOT BE ABLE TO 
RESPOND TO ALL OF ABOVE QUESTIONS IMMEDIATELY BUT HOPES 
THAT ANSWERS TO AS MANY AS POSSIBLE WILL BE CABLED 
SOONEST. AS EVIDENCE OF INCREASING CONCERN IN U.S. AT 
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CROSSROADS SITUATION, WHILE THIS TELEGRAM WAS BEING 
DRAFTED, DEPARTMENT LEARNED THAT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WILL PERMIT MEMBERS TO MAKE STATEMENTS CONCERNING CROSSROADS, 
AND IN COMMEMORATION OF BIKO, AT CLOSE OF SESSION SEP- 
TEMBER 12. A NUMBER OF MEMBERS, INCLUDING MAGUIRE, ANDER- 
SON, AND RODINO WILL HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 13 
AT WHICH THEY WILL PRESENT A JOINT STATEMENT REGARDING 
THE PLANNED DESTRUCTION OF CROSSROADS. FURTHERMORE, 

A 35-MINUTE COLOR FILM DOCUMENTING CROSSROADS SITUATION 
IS CURRENTLY BEING SCREENED PRIVATELY IN WASHINGTON (IN- 
CLUDING WITHIN DEPARTMENT). FILM IS EFFECTIVE PORTRAYAL 
OF ISSUE WHICH LAYS HEAVY STRESS ON HARSHNESS AND 
INCONSISTENCIES IN SAG POLICIES, CONTAINS FOOTAGE OF 
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PREVIOUS DESTRUCTION OF OTHER SQUATTER COMMUNITIES IN 
WESTERN CAPE, AND PORTRAYS CROSSROADS AS FUNCTIONING, 

SOCIALLY INTEGRATED COMMUNITY. WE UNDERSTAND OTHER 
SCREENINGS PLANNED ELSEWHERE, INCLUDING POSSIBLE TV 
PLACEMENT, ALL OF WHICH WILL ADD TO HEIGHTENED PUBLIC 
AWARENESS ABOUT CROSSROADS. CHRISTOPHER 
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